Present: 


Visitors: 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 
Council of the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
Mi f Meeting 95-4 
held 
Friday, 19 May 1995 at 2:00 in H-769 


Dr. D.J. Taddeo (Chair); Dr. A.Bulgak; Dr. J. Drolet; Dr. M. El-Badry; Dr. P. 
Fazio; Dr. D. Feldman; Dr. R. Guy; Prof. F.D. Hamblin; Mr. F. Hanafi 
(Undergrad. Rep.); Dr. A. Hanna; Ms. L. Harris (Library); Dr. S. Hoa; Dr. A. 
Hochstein; Dr. T. Krepec; Dr. L. Landsberger, Dr. V. Latinovic; Dr. H.F. Li; 
Mr. M. Lodge (Undergrad. Rep.); Prof. C. Marsh; Dr. O. Moselhi; Dr. T. 
Radhakrishnan; Mr. A. Reid (Undergrad. Rep.); Dr. R. Shinghal; Dr. T. 
Stathopoulos; Dr. C. Suen; Mr. T. Too (Registrar’s Office); Dr. G. Turski 
(Secretary); Dr. G.H. Vatistas (Graduate Studies) 


Mr. S. Aznavour (CITEC); Mr. D. Senik (CITEC); Mr. L. Zack (@ublic 
Relations) 


Dr. V.S. Alagar; Ms. M. Sabbag 
Adoption of Agenda 
The agenda was unanimously adopted. (G. Vatistas, C. Suen) 


Adoption of Mi 


Dr. El-Badry requested that his name be added to those listed as conveying 
regrets for absence from the 17 March 1995 meeting of Council. 


The Minutes of Meeting 95-4 (17 March 1995) were unanimously approved, 
as modified. (M. El-Badry, T. Stathopoulos) 
Chair’s Remarks 


The Chair reiterated a previous public announcement to the effect that the 
committee for the selection of a Dean of the Faculty of Engineering and 
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Computer Science has concluded its deliberations with a recommendation to the 
Board of Governors that Dr. Archibald Sherbourne be appointed new Dean. Dr. 
Sherbourne will assume his new responsibilities on 1 September 1995. The 
current decanal leadership, excepting Prof. F.D. Hamblin, will continue in office 
until that time. 


Dr. Taddeo expressed gratitude to all members of Council for their cooperation 
and support during the past two years and on behalf of Council and the Faculty 
thanked in particular Prof. Hamblin for his long and outstanding service and 
contribution to the Faculty and the University. 


The CEAB report on the accreditation visit of Concordia’s Industrial Engineering 
Programme has been received. While there are some technical changes recom- 
mended by the CEAB, overall the report is highly favourable. Dr. Taddeo stated 
that he foresees no major difficulties at the upcoming June 6th accreditation visit 
to Ottawa. The CEAB will officially render its decision toward the end of that 
month. 


The French CEGEP advisors were hosted in late April by the Faculty with a view 
to informing them about recent developments in Engineering and Computer 
Science at Concordia. With dropping enrolment, this kind of liaison effort will 
be increasingly important. 

The Chair briefly reported on the NCDEAS meeting he attended on May 11-12. 
He mentioned in particular the CEAB’s recommendation that environmental and 
leadership issues be much more directly integrated into the mainstream 
undergraduate engineering curriculum. 


Upon Dr. Taddeo’s invitation, Dr. Moselhi reported on the annual Technology 
and Innovation Management meeting held at Queen’s University in Kingston on 
May 8-9. The meeting was attended by the president of NSERC, ten holders of 
NSERC-supported Chairs of Technology Management, as well as numerous 
Tepresentatives from academia, industry, and government. The issues of 
technology transfer, closer industry-university collaboration, and joint prog- 
Tammes in business administration and engineering were prominent. 


Dr. Taddeo concluded with the announcement that the Search Committee for the 
Selection of a Chair of the Department of Computer Science has recently 
recommended Dr. Clement Lam for the position searched. Dr. Lam will assume 
his new duties for a three-year term, effective 1 June 1995. While wishing Dr. 
Lam on behalf of Council the very best in facing the challenges that lie ahead of 
him, Dr. Taddeo also thanked the outgoing Chair, Dr. V.S. Alagar for his 
dedication and service to the Department of Computer Science. 


CLOSED SESSION 
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END OF CLOSED SESSION 
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Motion 
95-4-24 


Gite: lla ve Sechracoe ia db Mantel COTTE B 


Dr. Taddeo welcomed Mr. D. Senik, Secretary General of CITEC who in turn 
introduced Mr. S. Aznavour, CITEC’s Vice-President (Technoparc Develop- 
ment). Mr. Senik distributed to members of Council CITEC’s 1994 Annual 
Report and then briefly presented the history, objectives, and current activities of 
his organization’s pilot project, the Joint Industry-University Graduate Thesis 
Program. In an ensuing discussion, he emphasized that the participating industrial 
companies are interested in a sustained and long-term contact with university 
Tesearchers and graduate students pursuing research whose results have the 
potential for commercialization. Mr. Senik further invited faculty members to 
express their ideas and concerns directly at the upcoming meetings of CITEC’s 
group working on technology transfer. 


ECS Guidelines for Research Practice (BCPC Doc. 95-441 


Dr. Taddeo summarized the history of the effort leading to the present version of 
the research practice document. A brief discussion that noted the document’s 
limitations concluded with the tabling of the following motion. 


Whereas there are a number of internal and external documents that currently 
inform personal and professional conduct at Concordia, such as the existing codes 
of conduct and collective agreements, the Concordia University Code of Ethics, 
the Contract Research Handbook, and the Tri-Council Policy Statement Integrity 
in Research and Scholarship 


Whereas Council has reviewed the Report on Guidelines for Research Practice 
(ECFC Doc. 95-4-1) which aims to inform research practice in the Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science 


Whereas the document comprises statements concerning principles, procedures 
and recommended actions to be taken regarding research practice in the Faculty 


Whereas the three categories of statements noted above should be systematically, 
clearly, and distinctly articulated so as to be more helpful in informing research 
practice 


Be it resolved that Council recommend that ECFC Doc. 95-4-1 be referred back 
to the Faculty’s Executive Committee with a view to accomplishing this task, 
while ensuring also that the finalized principles, procedures, and recommended 
actions do not contravene the existing codes, policies, and collective agreements 
noted above(C. Suen, G. Vatistas) 


Motion 
- 95-4-25 


Motion 
95-4-26 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Dr. Drolet noted that many of the issues addressed in the above-noted document 
are already addressed in such University documents as the Calendar and, as such, 
need not be reiterated in ECFC Doc. 95-3-2 rev. Dr. Fazio stated that graduate 
students should have been consulted--as they apparently were not--in the drafting 
of the bill. Agreeing with these observations, Mr. Reid stated that he will bring 
them to the attention of the bill’s authors. 


— { New Graduate Prizes (ECEC Doc, 95-4-2: Doc, 95-4-3) 


Introducing ECFC Doc. 95-4-2 and Doc. 95-4-3, Prof. Hamblin noted that the 
F.A. Gerard Prize-awarded for outstanding performance in a M.Eng. pro- 
gramme-has hitherto been the sole prize awarded to students at the graduate . 
level. Given the expansion of programmes--particularly at the Master’s level--the 
Engineering and Computer Science Graduate Studies Committee has recently been 
looking into the possibility of introducing academic prizes for each of the 
remaining options of graduate studies (M.A.Sc., M.C.Sc., and Ph.D.). 


That the three new graduate prizes identified in ECFC Doc. 95-4-2 (i.e., the 
Master of Computer Science Prize; the Master of Applied Science Prize; and the 
Doctoral Prize in Engineering and Computer Science be recommended to the 
School of Graduate Studies for institution (F.D. Hamblin, R. Guy) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


That the University Calendar statement concerning the F.A. Girard Prize be 
modified to read as stated in ECFC Doc. 95-4-2 (F.D. Hamblin, T. Stathopoulos) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


In reference to concerns raised earlier about the quality of candidates nominated 
for the undergraduate departmental prizes Dr. Guy, remarked that Council should 
perhaps establish 3.50 as the minimum GPA level for any prize recipient. Dr. 
Taddeo suggested that this matter be referred to the appropriate Associate Dean 
who would prepare a dossier on the issue for Council’s consideration in Fall 
1995. 


Motion 
95-4-27 


Motion 
95-4-25 
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That the Associate Dean responsible for the handling of departmental prizes 
Prepare a dossier on the minimum GPA requirements for receipt of such prizes 
and submit it for Council’s consideration in Fall 1995 (R. Guy, F.D. Hamblin) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Faculty Elections Comm 


That Drs. V. Latinovic and Jaworski who served as alternate members of the 
Faculty Elections Committee during 1994-95 be approved as regular members of 
that committee for 1995-96 (O. Moselhi, T. Stathopoulos) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


That Drs. A. Hanna and L. Landsberger be appointed as alternate members of the 
Faculty Elections Committee for 1995-96 (O. Moselhi, V. Latinovic) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Other 
- Faculty Appeals Committee 


Professor Hamblin reminded Council of the need to elect in September a Faculty 
Appeals Committee. 


- English Language Requirements for Admission of International Graduate 
Students 


Dr. Krepec suggested that there should be greater flexibility and discretion in the 
application of criteria for English language skills of international students 
applying to the Faculty’s graduate programmes. He alluded to a couple of cases 
where he felt the decision of Student Affairs not to admit students was unjustified 
in view of the apparent language proficiency of the students in question. The 
Student’s supervisor should have a greater say in the matter and an appeals 
procedure should be in place to adjudicate such cases. 


Prof. Hamblin replied that there already is such an appeals procedure in place and 
thus no need for establishing new structures. In instances where there is doubt, 
the Faculty should avail itself of asking the applicants to take a diagnostic English 
language proficiency test. 
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Dr. Taddeo remarked that aside from proficiency in speaking English, students 
must demonstrate an ability to write properly, since the majority will be required 
to produce a thesis as part of their programme. Dr. Guy agreed with Dr. 
Krepec’s point about the need for flexibility and taking into account a supervisor's 
wishes. However, while a particular supervisor may be satisfied with a student’s 
language abilities, others may be less so. Admitting students with less than 
adequate language skills clearly impacts other professors who come in contact 
with them. The matter thus merits careful consideration. 


Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 
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